
Introduction to A-Level Art & Design (Fine Art)
Following on from your visit to the current exhibition of A-level work, you need to begin thinking about possible ideas 
or interests that you have for your own work on the A-Level course.

The purpose of the Summer Project is to begin considering and exploring a theme of your choice, or alternatively to 
explore the work / styles of an artist that you like, which will lead into next year’s A-Level course. As you may be 
working on this theme for over a year, it is important to choose a theme that you think will be interesting to explore in a 
lot of depth and that will allow you to show your skills and strengths.

Remember, the most successful coursework projects are those which develop from a starting point (possibly your 
chosen theme for this summer project) through a great deal of exploring, reviewing and refining as you work through a 
range of artists, ideas, styles and techniques before reaching the final outcome/s. Therefore, do not begin by thinking 
about what your final outcome could be – you won’t be creating this until January of Yr13 so it is far too early at this 
stage and will be likely to hold you back from exploring more ideas. Instead, just think about where you would like to 
begin and, whilst having an idea about the different areas within your theme you could explore, remain open-minded 
about where your project might take you.

Possible themes to explore could include:

DISCARDED FOUND RECYCLED

ABANDONED COLLECTED PROJECTED

DECAY LOSS PORTRAIT

STRUCTURES DISMANTLED HUMAN FORM

CHANGE LIGHT / DARK LANDSCAPE

WEATHERED VIEWPOINT STILL LIFE

BROKEN REMAINS LAYERED

CLOSE-UP DISTORTION TEXTURE

The Summer Project
Your task is to create a mini project of work over the summer break that is based on your chosen 
theme. As this work will act as the starting point to your A-Level coursework project, you will need 
to bring your completed work in with you for your first lesson in September, during which you will 
be expected to present and discuss your ideas with your tutors (in a friendly tutorial).

The following work should be presented over a series of 4 mounted sheets (A2-sized):

1. OBSERVATIONAL WORK …..
(photography)

Series of photographs (minimum of 5) relating to chosen theme.

2. OBSERVATIONAL WORK …..
(drawings)

Series of observational drawings (minimum of 5) relating to your 
chosen theme. Drawings can be created in any media.

3. ARTIST’S WORK …..
(images)

A presentation of images of works by one artist that relate to your 
theme. You don’t need to include any writing.

4. LARGE OUTCOME …..
(in chosen artist’s style)

One large outcome of any shape, size or structure. This should be 
created using your chosen artist’s style and should include elements 
from your observational work.

You must bring your completed Summer Project for the first week back in September. Good Luck!



Structure of the A-Level Art & Design (Fine Art) course 

A-Level Art & Design  =  60% coursework  +  40% exam project

Mini-project

September-October – Mini-project of observational work (exploration of media & techniques – including pencil, charcoal, graphite, 
ink, photography, watercolour, oil painting, etching, mono-printing, lino-printing, digital media and mixed-media layering) 

End of October – Decide upon theme for main coursework project (can be a continuation of the Summer Project or a completely 
new theme)

Beginning of November – Create large mixed-media outcome developed from work produced September-October
(resulting in small exhibition of work within the Art department)

Main Coursework Project  (Portfolio)

November-February – Artist 1
February – large outcome no.1

February-April – Artist 2
April – large outcome no.2

May-July – Artist 3
June/July – large outcome no.3

August-October – Artist 4
November – large outcome no.4

November-January – Development and prep work towards final outcome

January – Final Outcome – started in January Mock Exam

January – Written study (1000-3000 words on your coursework project)

31st January – Final submission of coursework project accompanied by Written Study

Exam Project  (Externally Set Task)

February-May – Exam project (3 months + 15-hour exam)

  




